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Everything from 
scratch!

Using Local and 
Fresh Ingredients.
• Birthdays • Anniversaries

• Showers • Sporting Events

• Retirements • Weddings • Funerals

• Breakfast, Luncheon, Dinner 

• Corporate and Private Events

• Specializing in GLUTEN FREE!

thethe

PatioPatio
CafeCafe

Medicine Hat, AB

CUSTOM CATERING
By

CELEBRATING
10 YEARS

of quality catering excellent service!
 Corey and Werner Fricke 

403-488-9050 • 635-3rd Street SE • thepatiocafe@telus.net
visit our website: www.medicinehatmenus.com
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For more information
call the Nature Line:

403-529-6225
www.natureline.info
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INTERPRETIVE
PROGRAM

Frogs on Logs
Sunday, July 7   2:00p.m.

Heritage Pavilion / Strathcona Island Park

Every three months, Invest Medicine Hat 
publishes an economic report card. This is a 
backward-looking document that allows us to 
glean valuable insights into the state of local 
economy. Every quarter includes a special re-
port. Recently, we did a deep dive into 2018’s job 
numbers. What we found is worth sharing.

Looking at the report, we see that 2017 was a 
good year for jobs in Medicine Hat; 2018, not so 
much. While 2017 saw an almost full rebound 
in employment from the 2015-2016 
recession, 2018’s 10.8% drop in 
employment was one of the worst 
showings in recent memory. It was 
just slightly better than 2006’s drop 
of 11%. Thankfully, it wasn’t so bad 
as 2011’s drop of 15.6%

Where did the jobs go? Digging 
into the data, we see that large 
year-over-year reductions occurred 
in agriculture and health care, with 
smaller drops in manufacturing, 
wholesale and retail trade, profes-
sional services and public admin-
istration. Employment was strong, however, in 
construction, transportation and warehousing, 
fi nance, insurance, real estate and leasing, edu-
cation and information, culture and recreation.

What does this tell us about the state of the 
local labour market and the broader economy?  

Firstly, it’s important to realize that labour 
force declines aren’t necessarily bad news. 
Across North America, agricultural employment 
is trending downward due to increasing farm 
size and automation. Retail sector employ-
ment, meanwhile, is in a state of fl ux, due to the 
growth of online retail. While such changes are 
disruptive, these are long-term trends that show 
no sign of slowing, and must be taken in stride. 

Secondly, 2018’s employment opportunities 
were to be found in Medicine Hat’s building 
boom of 2017-2018 as well as the service sector. 
Again, this mirrors broader trends taking place 
across North America, which continues to see 
job growth in service-oriented segments of the 
economy, such as fi nance, insurance, real estate, 
education, information, culture and recreation.

Moving on from the employment numbers, 
our special report shows that in 2018 Medi-
cine Hat’s local labour market saw a fi ve-point 
decline in the participation rate, which is a 

measurement of the ratio of those working and 
seeking work to the population of working age. 
What this suggests is that there are a number of 
discouraged workers in the local labour force (a 
discouraged worker is a person of employment 
age who is not actively seeking employment or 
who has not found employment after long-term 
unemployment).

Why did people give up on the search for 
work? 

Perhaps there is a systemic skills 
mismatch within the local economy, 
meaning that employers can’t fi nd 
the employees with the right skillset. 
Or maybe there is a lack of new 
jobs to replace those lost during 
the 2015-2016 recession, meaning 
that employees simply can’t fi nd 
work. Whatever the case may be, 
we’re sure to get more information 
from the Invest Southeast Alberta 
business retention and expansion 
and labour market project that is 
underway. 

If you’re a business owner, watch for volun-
teers to come to your business starting in the 
fall, and be sure to complete the survey when it 
crosses your desk. This important piece of work 
will help us to better understand the dynamics 
at play as Medicine Hat continues to transition 
to a high-performing economy. Ultimately, the 
Invest Southeast Alberta project will help to 
foster a competitive business environment that 
serves the needs of existing business and indus-
try while developing and implementing a plan 
to attract and retain labour for future growth.

In the meantime, we can rest assured know-
ing that good news is on the horizon and jobs 
are coming to Medicine Hat. Thanks to Aurora 
Cannabis, Folium Biosciences and various other 
projects, we anticipate that nearly 1,000 new 
jobs will be created in the region over the next 
couple of years. These are full time, permanent 
jobs, and are bound to have a measurable im-
pact on the local economy. Fast forward to 2020 
and it’s safe to say that those of us who want a 
job will most certainly be able to get a job, right 
here at home.

Jon Sookocheff is interim CEO of Invest Medi-
cine Hat. He can be reached at www.InvestMedi-
cineHat.ca. 

Last year was a tough 
one for local employment 

Jon 
Sookocheff

The Associated Press

BERLIN
German authorities say they have issued 

Facebook with a 2 million-euro ($2.3 million) 
fi ne under a law designed to combat hate 
speech.

The Federal Offi ce for Justice said Tuesday 
that the social networking company had failed 
to meet transparency requirements for its han-
dling of hate speech complaints.

The agency said Facebook’s report for the 
fi rst half of 2018 didn’t refl ect the actual number 
of complaints about suspected illegal content, 
which in Germany includes anti-Semitic insults 
and material designed to incite hatred against 
persons or groups based on their religion or 
ethnicity. 

It said there was also incomplete information 
about the language skills and training of staff 
tasked with processing hate speech complaints.

Are you or 
someone 
you know 
planning a 

celebration? 
Having a 
birthday, 

honouring an 
anniversary, 

congratulating 
a graduate 

or other 
milestone? 

Call
403.526.7653

Announce 
it in the 

Medicine 
Hat News

Special 

Occasions!

Germany fines Facebook $2.3 million under hate speech law

French protesters 
block Amazon sites 
over climate, jobs

OLEG CETINIC 
AND ALEX TURNBULL

The Associated Press

CLICHY, France 
Environmental activists 

chained themselves to gates 
and turnstiles Tuesday as they 
occupied an Amazon building 
near Paris, accusing the online 
company of destroying jobs and 
hurting the planet.

Protesters also disrupted 
Amazon sites in the southern 
city of Toulouse and northern 
city of Lille, hoping to inspire 
similar action in other coun-
tries.

Amazon France said in a 
statement that “we respect ev-
eryone’s right to express opin-
ions,” but defended its climate 
and employment practices. The 
company has come under pres-
sure elsewhere over its environ-
mental impact, including from 
its own employees in the U.S.

Several dozen demonstra-
tors climbed a fence and forced 
their way into Amazon offi ces 
on Paris’ northern edge, staging 
a day sit-in in the courtyard 
and entry hall of the premises. 
Employees were allowed to 
leave the building, but weren’t 
allowed back inside.

The activists, mostly student 

volunteers in their 20s, said 
they chained themselves to the 
gates and the turnstiles inside. 
Outside, some played football, 
listened to music – and said 
they were gearing up to spend 
the night if needed.

Some wore yellow vests. One 
activist read a magazine titled 
“Are you radical enough?”

Protest organizers called on 
the government to block autho-
rization for three new Amazon 
warehouses slated to open 
around France. They accuse the 
company of killing jobs in local 
businesses, not paying enough 
taxes and exacerbating climate 
change because of the emis-
sions used in transporting its 
huge volume of goods.

“We accuse Amazon of mak-
ing things worse in terms of 
over-production and climate 
change,” notably through mas-
sive imports of electronic goods 
and clothes sold online, whose 
transport increases carbon 
emissions, said Alma Dufour of 
Friends of the Earth.

“I think we’ve reached a 
point where we could win the 
cultural fi ght against Amazon in 
France and it will be an ex-
ample for other countries,” she 
told The Associated Press.
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